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A SEASONABLE ADDRESS TO THE MORE SERous b 
„ PART OF THE INHABITANTS OF GREAT BRTTAILʒ77/// 5", 
oe, respecting the unhappy Contest between us and our | 
n 1: American Brethren: With an Occasional Word #4 
£30 + | Interspersed to those of a Different Complexion. By, ® 
WE D a Lover of Peace. (Luke xix. 41, Phil. iv. 5.) Thejþ > 
Second Edition. Bristol: Printed and Sold by W. ; x4 
ee . Pine, 1776. Sold also at the Foundery, Moorfields, 0 
AS 0 London; at the New- Room in the Horse-Fair, 4 
Bristol; and by all the Booksellers in Town and 
0 Country. Price 2d., or 12s. per hund. to those who 
I ſeen 7758 them away. 12mo., pp. 24. First Edition also- 
. 5 76. | | 5 
An earnest and importunate address chiefly to the 
more serious, but also to the frivolous, part of the | 
7 | nation, on the horrors of the fratricidal war in which F 
; the nation was engaged. Hestrongly declaims against |: 
« War as a means of settling this or any dispute ; and he 
5 + | dwells at some length on the grievous suffering which 
bo, must ensue from it. A matter is in dispute relative / 
to the mode of taxation. So these countrymen, children | 
.* | of the same parents, are to murder each other with all | 
possible haste, to prove whois in the right. Now what 
gan argument is this! What a method of proof! What 14 
. ro | an amazing way of deciding controversies !' Now who | . 
Ls '. | that seriously considers this awful contest, can help |. j 
I + | lamenting the astonishing want of wisdom in our 15 
0 brethren to decide the matter without bloodshed! 1 
| What, are there no wise men amongst us? None that 1. 
are able to judge between brethren? But brother 
ol ' | goeth to war against brother; and that in the _ ERR 
* very sight of the heathen, Surely, this is aa | 
. : | Sore evil amongst us! Oh! how are the mighty | 
5 fallen. How is wisdom perished from the wise! n 


What a flood of folly and madness has broke in upon 

us!“ The causes of the war he finds in the conduct of 

the Government; but especially in the sinfulness of 

the people—** the universal impiety ”—to whom he 

addresses fervent words of exhortation to repentance : 

+ --..| that so the judgment of God, as he regards the horrors 
bp of the war to be, may be averted, and merey may lighten } 

upon an evil nation. It is as the voice of one of the 

old prophets denouncing his people's wiekedness; 

threatening Divine punishments, unless, by timelaß SRO 

| repentance and the breaking off of evil, judgment be | 7 

” | averted, and promised and proffered mercy be accepted.  _ ty 

I)! he pamphlet was written some months before its e 
publication, unavoidable circumstances delaying its?s “ 

II sue; and, as things in general wore a worse aspect, i 

„be added a postseript of six pages. 5 _ > ETD 2 

Hias any reader seen the first edition? * 
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* A Lo vEX of Pract. 


Cr H- beheld the City and wept over it, —Luke xix. 41. 


Let your Moderation be known unto all Men.— 
Phil, iv. 5. 
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Seaſonable ADDRESS 
TO THE 
More 8E£R10Us PART of the 


Inhabitants of Great-Britain, &c. 


I and BazTHREN, 


TNHAPPY ! very unhappy for us, we are a 
kingdom divided againſt itſelf; and with- 
out a miracle, fall we muſt ! What a fall will 


there then be, when ſuch difreſs is upon the land 


and wrath upon the people! And is this a little 
thing brethren? Is it what any of us either de- 
ſire or promote? God forbid! A kingdom di- 
vided againſt itſelf is an evil, of all others, the 


moſt dreadful; ina[much as an innumerable train 
of evils neceſſarily follow. No inconſiderable 
part of which are the word, lire, plunder, and 
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famine. This our forefathers unhappily felt, and 3 
to our inexpreſſible ſorrow we may feel. 4 


And is this an unlikely thing? Is it altoge- 
| ther 1mprobable? Surely no! But that ſmall 
loud which aroſe ſome few years ſince, has (to 
difcerning minds) been gathering blackneſs and 
ſpreading itſelf well nigh over the whole land. 

And is it any marvel if, by and by, it ſhould 
| burſt upon us, as it has done upon America. 
Let him that has wiſdom underſtand this. 
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| Then who that has any underſtanding, any 
bowels of mercy and compaſſion, would not do 
= the utmoſt, that either human or divine pru- 
| dence can ſuggeſt, to prevent it, For who 
knows, when the ſword is once drawn, where 
it may ſtop! Who can command it to be put 
Aup into its ſcabbard, and it will obey him? 
| Such power is not in man. It is only in him 
4 ho rides upon the ſtormy ſky, and calms the 
5 roaring ſeas.” Again, if the ſword ſhould be 
Bb drawn, upon whom may it light? This we 
know not. But ſuppoſing it ſhould be on your- 
ſelf, or a beloved wile, an aged parent, a tender 
| child, a dear relative, what recompence can be 
- found for ſuch a loſs? What! oh! What would 
the whole world then be, if it might be gained? 
Alas! what a poor trifle ! But ſuppoſe you eſcape 
* with your life, and the lives of thoſe that are 
= near and dear to you; there is yet another dread- 
BY ful evil to fear, and which has been the caſe. 
s Plunder! lawleſs plunder may deprive you of 
| pour little all. Now who can inſure another? 
Who can exempt himſelf in the time of general 
Hg _ diſtreſs, from ſuch an evil. Alas! brethren, we 


"muſs -----i 


1 
muſt let this alone fer ever. Me are of yelerday 


and know nothing of to-morrow. 


What then muſt we do to fave (not to de- 
ſtroy) our kingdom, and to ſave (not to deſtroy) 
our American brethren? Do! my brethren! 
Why! what would we do, if either our own or 
our neighbour's houſe were on fire. We ſhould 
bring (if in our ſenſes) no combuſtible maiter to 
encreaſe the flame, but water and a helping-hand 


to extinguiſh it. This we ſhould certainly do, I 
I and our labour would not be in vain. Now ap— 8 
f ply this to America and Great-Britain. The - 
3 former is like an houſe on fire; the devouring, = 
flames of an unnatural, civil war are already 
kindted, and ſome hundreds of lives have fallen x 
. a prey to its inſatiable violence. And how long, ; 
I before this may be our cauſe here, God only 1 
. knows! c a 
Stop here then my brethren and ſurvey the: 
deſolation. Behold the weeping and diſconſo- 
late widow refuſing to be comforted. Her be- 
loved huſband is fallen! is fallen! and is no- 
more. See the affectionate parent hanging down 
his head like the bullruſh. Hear the broken | 
1 language of his heart. My ſon! My ſon! would 0 
1 God, I had died in thy place. Oh! my fon, 1 
my ſon! This is far from the flight of imagina- [ 
tion, or the colouring of fancy. It is the real ö 
and actual condition of many amongſt that un- | 


happy people, and a part only of their manifold 
_ diſtreſs. In a word, they and we appear to be 
a people, infatuated like the Jews of old, and 

ripening for deſtruftion: and no marvel if, 
while we are biting and devouring one another, 


* 5 


[6 3 


ſome ſtronger beaſts of prey ſtep in and divide 
the ſpoil! Here ſtop then and drop a tear for the 


ſlain of our people, through the fire of conten- 
tion that is kindled amongſt them! And if on 
your recovery from the horrors of fo terrible a 


conflagration, you ſhould begin to enquire into 
its cauſe, a ſpettator begs leave to inform you, 
that it was occaſioned through the unhappy con- 


_ tention of brethren, (which as Solomon obſeeves, 
only cometh of pride,) and begs your kind aſſiſtance 
to extinguiſh the flames, leſt they and their 


whole ſubſtance ſhould be conſumed together! 


The great danger of which as well as the cauſe, 


of this unparalleled and fatal ftrife, I would beg 
leave to preſent to your view in a piece of fine 
painting, done by an abler maſter. “ See! 
Here are ſome thouſands of our brave country- 
men gathered together on this plain—they are 
followed by the moſt tender and feeling emo- 
tions of wives, children, and an innumerable 
multitude of their thoughtful, humane and ſym- 


pathizing countrymen, Then turn your eyes 


and behold a ſuperior number at a little diſtance, 


of their brethren, fleſh of their fleſh, and bone of 


their bone, who only a ſew years ſince emigrat- 


ed to the dreary wilds of America, —Theſe alſo 


are followed with the moſt tender feelings of 
| wives, children, and countrymen, —See ! they 
advance towards each other well prepared with 


every inſtrument of death. But what are the 


going to do? To ſhoot each other through the 
Real or heart, to ſtab and butcher each other, 
and haſten ('tis to be ſear d) one another into the 


wor everlaſting burnings. Why fo? What harm 
buave they done to one another? Why! none at 


all. Moſt of them are entire ſtrangers to each 
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other. But a matter is in diſpute relative to the 
mode of taxation. So theſe countrymen, child- 
ren of the ſame parents, are to murder each 
other with all poſſible haſte, to prove who is in 
the right. Now what an argument is this! What 


a method of proof! what an amazing way of 


deciding controverſies! But ſo it is, and oh! 

what horrors attend on it? At what a price is 
the deciſion made? By the blood and wounds 
of thouſands; the burning cities, ravaging and 


laying waſte the country.“ Now, who that ſe- 


riouſly conſiders this awful conteſt, can help la- 
menting the aſtoniſhing want of wiſdom in our 
brethren to decide the matter without blood— 


ſhed! What, are there no vwiſe- men amongſt 


us? None that are able to judge between breth- 


ren? But brother goeth to war againſt brother; 


and that in the very ſight of the Heathen. Sure- 
ly this is a fore evil amongſt us! Oh! how are 
the mighty fallen. How is wiſdom periſhed from 
the wiſe ! What a flood of folly and madneſs has 


broke in upon us! 


But do you farther aſk me who was firſt in 
the tranſgreſſion? Who began the dreadful 


ftrife ? I muſt beg your pardon for not touching 
this ſubje& now. Excuſe my ſaying any thing of 


the /econd cauſe, as I mean only to enquire into 


the rf. I fear doing harm, and this is far from 


my deſign. Another great reaſon for my avoid- 
ing any reflections of this ſort, on this delicate 


ſubject is, that it has been already done by ſome 


of the moſt able hands, and to very litile pur- 


5 pu: Argument ſeems loſt in clamour, in con- 


ſion of pafhon and party rage: and the ſatanic 


duſt of prejudice ſeems to have put out the eyes 
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poiſed balance, let him ſtand forth in defence of 


(8 ] 


of our underſtanding. But thus much-I might 


venture to ſay, the caſe is rendered very compli- 
cated, and muſt in general remain unintelligible, 
unleſs to thoſe who thoroughly underſtand the 


conſtitution of each party, and then have wiſ- 
dom enough to weigh it in an unprejudiced ba- 


To be plain, the preſent melancholy diſpute 
either is, or is not founded in a conſtitutional 


right on the one part; and a conſtitutional op- 


zulition on the other. So far is certain. There- 
fore till the entire nature of both conſtitutions 


are well and fully underſtood, it is utterly im- 
poſſible to decide thereon. I ſpeak as to the 


matter of the diſpute only; the manner of it is 
another point. Now how many underſtand, or 
ever properly conſider, either the one or the 


other? I fear but few. How deplorable then is 
it, that almoſt every one is ſufficient for it, and 


accordingly paſſes ſentence. An outcry is raiſ- 


ed. The Americans ſhould or ſhould not be taxed, 
and many have drawn their ſwords, and are well 


nigh ready to cut their antagoniſt's throats ! But 


this is not our wiſdom, it is far from it. It is 


indeed fighting uncertainly, and ſcattering fire- 
brands, arrows and death. But go no farther, 


Stop here! and calmly reflect on the above ar- 
gument. Settle it in your heart, that unleſs you 
properly underſtand the merits of the cauſe, you 
talk at random. You argue uncertainly, and 


worſe than to no purpoſe. 
But if any man has this wiſdom, and this well. 


his 
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his country, and be aſſured his labour will not 


be in vain. 


Here we muſt lament that, inſtead of its being 


a matter of great and general concern, it is more 
a party affair; and to our ſhame it may be ſaid, 


that ſuch a ſpirit has ſo unhappily influenced al- 
moſt all ſorts of people, that ſome are breathing 
out {laughter againſt one party, and ſome againſt 
another. Now while this is the cafe, is it any 
marvel that we ſhould periſh together? While 


we are contending who ſet the building on fire, 


and looking with rage and vengeance on the ſul- 
pected party, inſtead of bringing the aſſuaging 


water of heart-ſelt grief and pious concern, with 


the helping-hand of wiſdom, moderation and 


love; it is more than certain the flames will 


ſpread and endanger the whole building. 


If theſe things therefore are fo, let us ceaſe 
contending with each other, Let us avoid un- 
kind and bitter reflection on one another, ſeeing 
it can do no real ſervice to the cauſe we would 


defend; but, in all probability, much harm. 
Let us bring no combuſtible matter of this ſort to 


increaſe the fire, But as the flames are actually 


ſpreading and may ſoon reach from them to us, 


let us do our utmoſt to extinguiſh them. Ye 
ſalt of the earth! exert the ſeaſoning, preſerv- 
ing quality which you are favoured with. Bring 
your contentious brethren in your loving arms 


of faith and prayer, and lay them at your Fa- 


_ ther's feet, praying him to forgive them as they 
| know not what they do. Look upwards for help, 
to him who doth whatſoever pleaſes him in the 


armes of heaven, and among ft the ſons of men : 
e 8 TI. knowing 
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knowing it is he alone that can quench the vio- 


lence of fire, ſtill the raging of the ſea, and the 


madneſs of the people. Much, brethren, depends 


on you, though te world account your life mad- 


neſs, and your end to be without honour ; for you 
are the true /alt of the earth; you alone preſerve 
it from general putrefaction; and you, under 
God, are the great means of ſaving a divided 


kingdom, @ people laden with iniquity, a ſeed of 


evil doers: and had not the Lord 4% you as a 


[mall remnant, we ſhould long ſince have been as 
Sodom and Gomorrah ! | | 


But do not you, for your Maſter's ſake, loſe 


your ſavour in that unhallowed fire of conten- 
tion, which the people who know not God, are 


now burning in. The old ſerpent may herein 


deceive us, as he has too often done already. 
As an angel of light he is moſt likely to ſucceed, 


and, under the ſpecious ſhew of doing our coun- 
try ſervice betray us, in treating our opponents, 
into a ſpirit and temper not from above. And 


how many may unhappily be influenced and led 
away with our error, God only knows! But this 
ſeems to be the deſign of the adverſary of God 
and man; and if he can ſet the Chriſtian world 


together by the ears, he has gained his point. 


But again brethren, we may be deceived re- 


ſpecting the cauſe nſelf, Our veneration and 
reſpect ſor the cauſe we would eſpouſe, may 
betray us into a maze of error, imprudence, 


falſe zeel and bitterneſs of temper; which 


muſt prove highly injurious to the public good. 


What has been, you know, may be again. 
And as the great Governor of the world has 
olten permitted, particularly upon his own pow: 


theo, 


Eu 


ple, a judicial blindneſs, hardneſs of heart, and 
an amazing infatuation, which terminated in 
their ruin; fo it is not improbable but the great 
and ſpreading defection and intemperate zeal on 
the one hand, and the determined purpoſe of 
maintaining the authority and dignity of govern- 


ment, by fire and ſword, on the other is, more 
Judicial than we are aware of. And that this is 
the caſe, I fear, 1s more than probable. It has 
been fo in this kingdom, as well as the kingdom 


of Iſrael in the matter of David and his ſon Ab- 


ſalom; and it will be ſo while iniquity beareth 


rule. If this be ſo, Take heed what you do. 


Do nothing haſtily or raſhly. But rather, be- 
fore you touch this awfully delicate ſubject, and 


enter the liſts, examine and weigh well the 


thoughts of your heart, and the ſprings of motion. 
And with David pray, Search me O God, and 


prove the ground of my heart, &c. Beg to be di- 


rected. If you can't act from a full per- 


ſuaſion that this is required at your hands; and if 


you can't ſee the divine cloud go before you, 
deſiſt in time. Let the dead bury their dead. 
But let not thoſe who were deſigned to ſave the 
earth, deſtroy it. Let not Chriſtians engage in 


the controverſy, in the ſpirit and temper of the 
world, and bite and devour one another, left 


they ſhould be conſumed with ,the world, But 
rather let them wiſh with an eminent prophet 


(an admirable way of ſhewing our love to our 
country, and doing it the moſt effettual ſer. 


vice!) Oh! that my head were waters, and mine 


eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day 
and mght for the ſlain of the daughter of my peo- 
ple. And with Chriſt himſelf, the inſpirer of 
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the prophets, when he beheld the rebellious city, 
WEEE OVER IT! 85 


But, it may be. you are of a different com- 
plexion. You fear not the Lord, neither regard . 
the operation of his hands. Your caſe, I fear, is 4 
too ſimilar to his, who of old ſaid, Who 1s the 
Lord that I ſhould obey him? But he is, though 
you know him not, the God cf your life, your 
health, your ſirength, and all your mercies. It 

is through him you live, move and have your be- 
ing; and is therefore altogether worthy of all 
you have and all you are. Acquaznt yourſelf |. 
with him and be at peace; and thereby good ſhall 8 
come unto thee, Till this is the caſe, it is moral- E 
ly impoſſible that you ſhuuld be a true patriot, 
a real lover of your country. You may indeed 
aſſume the ſounding title: but it is an empty 
name. You may in word mightily contend for 


3 
4 
+ 
; 
: 
i 
F 
. 
1 
1 
= 
, 


* i” 
; * * 3 . : ey * 1 . 
p —— —— — — 24325 ines . * 
I 


| | your country's good; but while you are a flave | 
FEE to fin, you are an enemy to God and your f 
EH country too. But let the ume paſt ſuſſice. Be | 
| henceforth, not only in word, but in deed and 5 

. in truth, a patriot, Put away the ac curſed Hi 
. thing, the evil that is found in you; ſo ſhall A 
1 you love your country as your own foul and 5 
. prevent the fearful end of both. _ | 3 
134 That we may do this, and that it may pleaſe infi- 1 
. nite wiſdom to ſucceed our attempts, I would bes | 


leave to paſs from the ſecond to the firſt cauſe. 
Here I would fix my foot, as on a {ure and ſolid 
foundation, that will ſtand ſor ever! The holy 
. ſcriptures give us ample accounts of the fall and 
\ liſe of the greateſt monarchies. It is ſimply this. 
Fl They roſe by virtue; but they ſell by vice. Righte- 


13 


ouſne/s alone exalteth a nation ; but „in is d re- 
proach to any people. And this ever will be the 
caſe, till the end of all things. So much in ge- 


nets] 1s certain; but wherein we have well nigh. 
filled up the meaſure of our iniquity, and may 


therefore expect their fate, is another point. 


But it is certain that iniquity of every kind, and 
amongſt all ranks and orders of men, has and 
does abound: and as we are puniſhed with the 


word, it is not improbable, but one principal ſin 


of our nation is, the blood that we have ſhed in 
Ajia, Africa, and America, Here 1 would beg 


vour ſerious attention, while I obſerve, that 


however extenſively purſued, | and ot long 
continuance the African trade may be, it is never- 


_ theleſs iniquitous from firſt to laſt. It is the 


price of blood! It is a trade of blood! and has 


ſtain'd our land with blood. And is the Eaſt- 


India trade a jot better? I fear not. They ſeem 
very nearly allied, For thongh here 1s no lead- 
ing into captivity, as in the former; yet the re- 
fined iniquity practiſed there, of fomenting war 


amongſt the natives, and ſeizing the chief of the 


plunder, has been as conſpicuous to the ſerious 


an attentive, What millions have fallen by 


theſe means, as well as by artificial famine! Oh! 


_ earth cover not thou their blood! It will ſpeat: 
to heaven and to the inhabitants of the earth to 
the lateſt poſterity. Oh! ye governors of this 


great nation, would to God that“ ye had ſeen this, 


and timely done your utmoſt to ſeparate thoſe 
tares from the wheat of fair and honeſt trade! 
What peace therefore can we expect, while theſe 


evils continue ! There can be no peace Jaith the 


Lord. While the voice of thy brother's blood. 
crieth unto me from the ground, IWhat haſt thou 
| B . to 


* 
8 


1 
to do with peace ? Shall I not viſit for theſe things; 


ſhall not my foul be avenged on ſuch a nation as 


this! Yes my brethren, we have much reaſon to 
fear and tremble as upon the brink of fate. 


But there is (if ought can be worſe) a ſorer 
evil, namely an aſtoniſhing contempt and neglett 
of truly ſacred things; eſpecially the foletan 
worſhip of Almighty God: and herein our no- 
Dility and gentry, almoſt univerſally diſtinguiſh 
themſelves. This is indeed a fore evil, one of 
the groſſeſt affronts that can be offered to the 
Great Governor of the world. And I am bold 
o ſay, that as he hath ſpoken to this nation 
as he hath not to any other nation upon earth of 
late years, and that in an uncommon way and 
manner, but as in general, we have ſtopped our 
ears, and utterly deſpiſed his call; the day will 
come when the candleſtick will be removed, 


and the kingdom of God given to another peo- 


ple that will attend the call, and bring forth fruit. 
And when the divine glory, in this reſpect, be- 
gins to depart, the natural glory will ſoon follow. 
Probably that day is not far off, unleſs we re- 
pent. 5 


We ſeem indeed to have been at our :neridian 
neight of power, greatneſs, &c, (not of holineſs 
unta the Lord) and 't1s to be feared that the glory 


Jas begun to depart, which like the ſun, when 


he begins to decline, will continue its declen- 
ſion, finally diſappear, and leave us in total 
darkneſs, unleſs a divine interpoſition prevent. 


For we ſeem judicially given up to purſue thole 
meaſures that will effectually accompliſh it. Now 


as what God hath joind together (eſpecially ſuch 


powerful people as we and the Americans now 


fa] 


are) for the mutual ſupport, comfort and defence 


of each other, ſhould not be put aſunder, by 
any means whatſoever, as it would undoubtedly 


fruſtrate his gracious deſign i in this well-compaci- 


ed body; ſo if one powerful member ſhould rite 


up againſt the whole body, or the whole body 
againſt one ſuch member, and diſunite from it; 

this ſchiſm muſt, in the nature of things, Gcealion 
ſuch a weakneſs and deformity in the whole bo- 
dy, as is only to be known by an unhappy expe- 
rience. The diſunion of the ten tribes is a 
melancholy proof of it. And as Judah vexed 


Ephraim, and Ephraim Judah, ſo will it be with 


us. The counſel therefore to ſeparate, cannot 
be from God. It has no foundation in the na— 
ture and fitneſs of things beneficial, either to 
them or us, and muſt in the end prove hke the 


counſel of DOING, 


Ve friends af America, turn your ey es horefore 
for a moment, from thoſe vou ſuſpect to be the 


only authors of che preſent evil, and think ſeriouſ- 
lyof a more ſecret, but certain cauſe, namely the 


unter ſality and enormity of every ſpecies of wick- 
ednels that is found in our land; and then mar- 


vel not that the Great Governor of the world 
hath with-held that reſtraint, which he is ever 


wont to hold, amongſt the governors of a wiſe 


and good people. For we may be aſſured of this, 


that were thoſe in authority under the temptation 


of deſpotiſm and oppreſſion, (and would to God, 
it never was the caſe!) if we as a people, by our 
tranſgreſſions, | had not to a great and certein de- 
ore provoked the eyes of his glory. J, farh: 
=. the 
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| the Lord, would put my hook in thy noſe, and my 
_ bridle an thy lips. 5 1 


Ve friends of government alſo draw near, and 
turn your eyes from thoſe you ſuſpect to be the 
only authors of the preſent evil, look in this 
glaſs and fee the ugly monſter unwver/al ſin, that 
ſubtle, unſuſpetted ſerpent that has inflamed our 


blood, and brought on the malignant fever of 


contention on our body. Here gaze till its loath- 


ſome and hideous deſormity makes you Joath 
her. Then you will not marvel, that when the 


divine reſtraint is with-held, we are capable of 


any thing: even that which is the moſt likely to 


end in our preſent and eternal ruin !——And 


| ſhould not ye, Oh! ye Americans, ye unhappy 
ſufferers by this dreadful fire, look into the fame _ 

_ glaſs, and not marvel at a divine permiſſion of 
pour effliftions; but in a becoming ſpirit and 
_ diſpoſition aſk, Where/ore doſt thou contend with 


me ? Why hideſt thou thy face, and holdeſt me for 
thine enemy? Why haſt thou ſet me as a mark 


againſt thee? Surely then will the Lord be jea- 
lous for his land, and pity his people! ; 


But is our univerſal impiety the firſt and prin» 


cipal cauſe of our miſery and wretchedneſs in 
general, and of the pre/ent diſtreſs in particular. 
Then let no individual attempt to clear himſelf 
from the dreadful charge of being acceſſary to it. 
Let no one preſume to look on himſelf as un. 
concerned and innocent, Let no one wipe his 
mouth and ſay, what harm have I done ? But ra- 
ther let him know that kzs ſin in particular has 
added to the general account, and not alittle con- 
tributed to the fierceneſs of the divine conten- 


tion. 


a 
a 2 
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tion. I fay divine contention; and ſuch doubt- 
leſs it is, tho' in general we conceive it merely 
human. But the latter is the effect only of the 


former, and ſhould never be forgotten. It de- 


mands our firſt and moſt ferious attention, being 
the firſt and principal means of reſtoring the wilh- 
ed-for peace, and greatly deſired reconciliation. 
For this is no other, than to make God himlelt 
our friend: and, / he be for us, who can be 
againſt us! Let us do this therefore without de- 
lay. Let every one remember his own ſin and 


not his neighbours. 


Let us follow the example of the Ninevites. 
Let us break off our fins by repentance. Let us 


obſerve /uch a Jaſt as God hath choſen. (And, oh! 


what need of a national faſt at this juncture.) 
Let the prieſis, the miniſters of the Lord weep be. 


tween the porch and the altar, and let them ſuv 


[bare (not deſtroy) thy people, O Lord; and give 
not thine heritage to reproach, that the \[eathen 
ſiould rule over them, and Jay wherets their God 


Then will the Lord be jealous for his land, and 
pity has people, But ſhould this ſpirit of univer- 


ſal humiliation, fail, and conſequently the divine 


| favour upon our land. Let not the /ced of Abra- 


ham faint, neither let them be diſmayed. Their 


humiliation and interceſſion ſhall be remember- 
ed. It cannot be forgotten: and, if Sodom is 


not ſpared for their ſake, they themſelves ſhall 


nevertheleſs be ſpared, as a man ſpareth ſis own 
fon that Jerveth him: God will make a difference 


between him that ſerveth him, and him that feryeth 


| kim not, Strong is his arm and {hall fulfil, his 


great decree, and ſovereign will.“ Fear not 


| therefore ye {little flock if the overflowing ſcourge 


B 3; 


ſhould. 


ſhould come. But enter ye into the rock, and 
hide ye for a little moment in the duſt, for fear of 
5 the Lord, and for the glory of nas Majeſty, until 
ie indignation be overpaſl. For behold ! the 

| ; Lord cometh out of hus place to puniſh the inhabt- 
1-0} tants of the earth for their iniquity : the earth alſo 
FS! ſhall ele her blood, and ſhall no more cover her 
1 lain! | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


PHE chief part of this addreſs was wrote 


ſome months ſince, and would then have. 


been publiſhed, if ſome unavoidable circum- 
ſtances had not delayed it. But as things in ge- 


neral wear a worſe aſpe& now, than they did 


then, and the breach feems to grow wider and 
wider, I would here beg leave to corroborate 
ſome of the preceding obſervations, and more 


directly and immediately conſider what remains 


for us to do; and may the God of all grace ſuc- 
ceed the ſmall attempt to his glory and our 


good ! 


I have deſcribed the horrors of civil war in 


general, and that of America in particular; and 
obſerved alſo the great danger and probability of 
its flames reaching even to us. And ſhould this be 


the caſe, 'tis certain we have combuſtible matter 


enough to ſet the nation quickly on fire. And 


ſhould it not be the caſe, I have ſhewn the una- 


voidable danger of America and Great-Britain, 


being 


continual and mutual ſcourges to each 
other. „„ „„ oo . 


That we have the greateſt reaſon to apprehend 
danger from the commotions here, as well as“ 
from thoſe in America, is obvious, iſt, from 


the aſtoniſhing diviſions which ſubſiſt amongſt 


- us, 


— 0 _— 
* * * , 
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us, and adly, our more aſtoniſhing method of 


proceeding. 


But leaving the firſt propoſition, I would aſk 
concerning the ſecond, if any nation upon earth 
(the Heathens excepted) ever engaged and pro- 
ſecuted ſuch a dangerous and hazardous an un- 
dertaking, as that of the preſent war, without 
God? 1 fay wuihout God. For what of God 

do we find in the whole affair! Has his name 
been at all mentioned? Has counſel at all been 
ſought for from him? And has prayer been at 
all offered up, unleſs by a deſpiſed few, who are 
accounted as the filth of the earth, and the off- 
ſcouring of all things? Now what does this im- 
ply, but a marvellous infatuation, blindneſs and 
ſecurity. Dreadful omens indeed ! Sad prog- 


= 32 noſtics of approaching evils: It matters not to 

|| {ay our cauſe is good and therefore there is no 
| | 1 danger. This, to ſay nothing worſe of it, is 

| 3 downright atheiſm. It is putting God quite out 


of the queſtion. Than which nothing can be 
= worſe policy, folly and madneſs. I mult there- 
11 fore ſay, from the authority of God's word, if 
Al the race is not to the ſanſt, nar the battle to the 
ſtrong, neuther is any King ſaved by the multitude 
| of has hot, it is no marvel, if we are left to go \ 
1 forth ourſelves with our own hoſt, without the 
201 Lord: And if God go not forth with-us, we ſhall | 
1 rue the day of our own going forth. This is 
not only my weak judgment and ſooliſi fears, but 
S that of many others, who are propeily con- 
F | cerned for the honor of God and the good of 
their country: and particularly, (amongſt. many) 
of two reſpectable, pious and judicious divines, 
neither + whom are the leaſt oppoſers of go- 


— — 


21 
vernmeit ; ſo far from it, that one of them 1s 
its acknowledged friend, and has ſignalized bim- 


elf much in its deſence. Take their own words. 


„Who knows (ſays one) if the faithful rem- 


nant pray, but the Lord may turn and leave a 


bleſſing behind him? But firſt we muſt be firicken 
more. This 1 ſully expect from the inſenſibility 


and atheiſtical ſecurity of our nation.“ The 
other ſays, My fears are not grounded upon 


the number or ſtrength of thoſe who are ac- 


counted our enemies; but on the dreadſul 
wickedneſs of our nation. When I ſee all ranks 
of men amongſt us living in open rebellion. 
againſt God, fo that iniquity every where 
aboundeth—When I fee the greateſt and moſt. 
dangerous affairs undertaken and carried on, 
without ſo much as one day ſet apart to aſk 
counſel of, or a bleſſing from God —When I 
hear of thoſe very perſons who are engaged in 


that bloody work, and in the very face of their 


enemies, acting plays, in the room of calling 


upon God. I aſſure you my very heart trembles 


Now will you call this enthuſiaſm will you 


ridicule this as the weakneſs of a diſtempered 
| brain? Will you ſmile at it as a madman's dream? 


God forbid the horrid deluſion! May you ra- | 


ther begin to think ſeriouſly of the matter and 
act becoming the man of reaſon, the Chriſtian, 
and the true patriot. 85 b 


But you, brethren, whom I chiefly addreſs and 


call upon to come up to the help of the Lord 
and his people againſt the mighty,—You know ꝗ 


through. 


{ 1 


through the wiſdom that is from above, the pro- 
priety and juſtneſs of the preceding obſervations, 

This brings me to conſider more explicitly what 
remains for us to do. But before I proceed, I mult 


(as it juſt now occurs) add another very apparent 


and alarming ſymptom of our preſent diforder ; 


and that is the ſpirit and temper of ſome re- 
puted profeſſors, who have entered the liſts of 
the preſent controverſy: and when 1 ſee theſe 
leaving cool and diſpaſſionate argument (which 


buy the bye I dare not cenſure) and deſcend to 
perſonal reflections, and juſt the very ſame 


mode of expreſſion with the ſour, ill-natured, 
revengeful Heathen When 1 ſee this, my fears 


are more alarmed, and I cannot help thinking 
our ſituation is deſperate indeed. But | would 


hope not ſo far gone, but that the faithful rem- 


nant, by their united, conſtant and fervent inter- 
ceſſion, may ſtand. in the gap with Moyes and 
turn aſide the greatly deſerved and juſtly dreaded _ 
J I ones * 


And öh! ds ad is there of ſanding in 


the gap juſt now. The proſpect is indeed dread- 
fully alarming! We may juſtly ſay, Now, or 


never! The ſpirit of reſiſtance ſeems raiſed to its 


higheſt pitch: on the one part, they are deter- 


mined not to ſubmit; and on the other, that 


they ſhall ſubmit: and accordingly every inſtru» 


ment of death and deſtruction is preparing to 


decide the matter. The armament going forih 


from us is vaſt indeed ; and the armament of our 


opponents 1s alſo vaſt, What a field of blood 


will there be, if theſe be permitted to meet! 
What dying groans and {hrieks! What wounds! 


What deſtruction | What diſtreſs! © The child 


will 


* 


— 


il rue that is unborn, the evil of that day.” 
Now who can reflect on ſuch a ſcene without 
horror and amazement, and do his utmoſt to 
prevent it: and who but the great God, the 

Father of the ſpirits of all fleſh, can make thoſe 
who dwell in one houſe, to be of one mind. Our 
belp, brethren, ſtandeth alone in his name, He 
alone can prevent the dreadful evil. Let us 
therefore do our utmoſt. Let us come up to the 
help of the Lord's people againſt the mighty 
Deltroyer and Murderer of ſouls. And that we 
may do this aright, I muſt obſerve, that humilia- 
tion and Prayer are the only remaining means 
left us of Ls, our puilty brethren: and this 
lurely is no {mall nor inconſiderable means. It 
has availed with God many a*time, when his 
anger waxed hot, and he was about to conſume 
a rebellious nation, even his own people ljrael, 
of whom he had ſaid, You only have 1 known 0 


| all the familes upon earih. And if one faithful 


 Mofes prevailed, what reaſon, brethren, have we 
to hope, that the united interceſſion of a multi- 
tude of faithful ſouls, who have not bowed the knee 
to ihe tirage of Baal, will alſo prevail May this 
ſpirit be poured from on high! May the falt of 
the earth diffuſe their ſalutary influence and ſave 
our Nation and the Colonies! Lord ſpeak the 
word and it ſhall be done! Command and it 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed. So ll we not go back from 
thee, but frat e thee with Joyful laps! 


Let us humble cnefoly es esel under the 
mighty hand of God, for our own, as well as the 
ſins of our people. Let us ſpread them before 
the Lord. Let us be importunate as the widow. 

Let us wreſile like Jacob, and prevail like 1 
| Let 


1 


Let us do this now white it 25 called to-day, and 
Jet us do it with our might, as we know.not 
what a day may bring forth; it may be the de- 
cree is not vet paſt the great ſeal ol heaven, and 
therefore we may yet hope, ena may the God of 
hope n with all joy and prace 3 n belleoing, that 


rip ay abound zn hof e, bz the Pay? of the [toly 


oft ! 


